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UNITED STATES. 

[Reports to the Supervising Surgeon-General, United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Special report upon the effort to test in suitable cases the "serum anti- 
amarylic, donated to the United States by Professor Sanaretti, of the Uni- 
versity of Montevideo, Uruguay, with the request that it be tested at the 
earliest opportunity in suitable cases of yellow fever. 

Sik : Pursuant to your instructions of August 20, 1898, to proceed to 
Santiago de Cuba, for the purpose of testing the serum in suitable cases, 
both as a curative and as a prophylatic agent, I did so at my earliest 
opportunity, arriving in that city on August 25. Consultation with 
the military officials of our Government in command convinced me that 
the rumors prevalent in the United States of the malarial character of 
the prevailing fever in Santiago, rather than yellow fever, was correct. 
The officials of the city declared that there was no yellow fever in San- 
tiago ; therefore I refrained from visiting the city hospitals, because of 
the consumption of time, and the inadvisability of a difference of opin- 
ion as to diagnosis in any possible cases seen there. However, the 
surgeon-in-chief of the military commandant of the province of Santi- 
ago assured me of the presence of the disease, as reported to him by 
his subordinate officers, and gave me carte blanche to enter the hospi- 
tals at both Siboney and on the island in the bay set apart for the 
purpose of a yellow fever camp. Owing to the rapidly progressing 
discontinuance of the camp at Siboney, I took up my residence at the 
island hospital. A careful scrutiny of the number of convalescents 
there, and an inspection of their clinical histories, especially in regard 
to the pulse and temperature tracings, convinced me that, while 
there was, in numerous cases, a condition resembling yellow fever, 
yet the pulse and thermographs did not fulfill the demands as enunci- 
ated by J. C. Faget ; * that, while the pulse tracings were generally low 
there was an absence of the typical "want of coordination" seen in an 

* Monographic sur le type et la specificity, de la Fievre Jaune, 1875. 
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ascending or stationary fever at its acme, together with a falling pulse. 
There was much food for reflection, and I was finally convinced that in 
all of these cases, showing an intermitting type of fever, and most of 
them an enlarged spleen and tender liver, a malarial intoxication was 
present. Yet could the slow pulse, spongy gums, yellowish (not pro- 
nounced) skin and eyes, skin extravasations, depend upon yellow fever 
infection? I had reason to question the statement of " albumen in the 
urine" in some cases, since I was led to doubt the competency of the 
analyst. A continued study of these facts and of the cases arriving of 
so-called yellow fever, led me to the conclusion that the ensemble of 
symptoms which had been so freely thus diagnosed was due to a very 
general condition of incipient, or developing scorbutus, upon which 
there had become implanted a malarial toxaemia. To me this seemed 
to develop a condition of serious danger but little inferior to yellow fever 
itself. At no time did I see a case which warranted the use of the 
curative serum, since the enlarged spleens and other evidences of mala- 
rial infection, even if I had accepted the dictum of those in charge of 
the hospital, would under Sanarelli's direction, have gone far to negate 
the results of its use. Under such circumstances I deemed it my duty 
to acquaint you with the conditions existing, especially since I had 
before visiting this hospital and examining the patients, reported to 
you the favorable opportunity to fulfill your wishes in regard to this 
serum, as it was presented to me by the authorities. 

In differing from the opinion of the officials'of this hospital, I must 
express my grateful appreciation of their uniform courtesy to me at all 
times, and of the interest there was manifested in the work committed 
to my charge. 

It is but right to say that every official courtesy was extended by 
Generals Lawton and Wood, and especially by Colonel Havard, the 
surgeon-in-chief, of the military forces occupying the province of San- 
tiago de Cuba. 

Eespectfully, yours, Eugene Wasdin, 

Surgeon, V. S. M. H. 8. 



Explanation of plague suspected cases on the Duchesse Anne. 

[Telegram.] 

San Fbancisco, Cal., November 11, 1898. 
The captain of the bark Duchesse Anne died five days out from Hongkong — no diagnosis. 
No special reason to think he had plague. Another sailor died about a month after- 
wards of tuberculosis. No chances taken — vessel disinfected twice. 

R08ENAU, Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

Yellow fever in the United States as officially reported from July 1 to November 17, 1898. 
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